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Christmas, 1983: A young man, Robert, tends to his soul mate, Keith, who is dying from AIDS.

Robert tries valiantly to make this a special Christmas for his lover, but loses the fight late Christmas

night. Christmas, 2007: Robert ventures out late Christmas night and finds a young girl about to fling

herself into the unforgiving waters of Lake Michigan. He rescues her, and the two form a bond

forged from an odd feeling they share of familiarity, and even love. Neither understands it, since

Jess is a lesbian and Robert has never been attracted to women. But there's more...Jess begins

having strange dreams, reliving key moments she couldn't know about in Keith and Robert's life and

courtship. Robert and Jess begin to wonder if their inexplicable feelings might be rooted in

something much more mystical than a savior/victim relationship. As the two move toward and pull

away from each other, Ethan, Robert's younger lover, plots the unthinkable. His crystal meth-addled

mind becomes convinced there's only one way to save himself, and that is through Robert's

destruction. Christmas 2007 spirals downward to a shattering climax in which both love and lives

hang in the balance. There's a murder attempt...salvation...redemption...and a new love is born...
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Rick Reed is a prolific writer whose books include many genres and I'm just starting my journey into

his incredibly complex mind. This is a love story but it's not your typical love story because for Rick

Reed there is always a twist as his stories are unusual, and even if you feel that they are too

incredible for words you can't help but be caught up in his evil and inventive mind.Orientation begins

Christmas Day 1983 when we meet Robert whose lover Keith is dying of AIDS. As he takes care of



Keith, perhaps for the last time, Robert tries to make Christmas a day to remember because he

knows it would be Keith's last. What really touched and saddened me about this scene is the picture

of Robert scurrying around to make elaborate preparations, knowing that no one else will see them

or eat the food.We flash forward 24 years later and there's a new man in Robert's life, Ethan, one of

his many lovers over almost two and a half decades, but he knows that this last relationship has

ended although he can't quite bring himself to throw him out because he's afraid of confrontation. As

Ethan goes out Christmas night on yet another unexplained tryst, Robert decides to take a walk

along the shores of Lake Michigan to figure out what to do, and it is there that he sees Jess as she

is about to kill herself. He saves her, after convincing her that suicide is not the answer to her

problems, and brings her home. This is the start of a new phase in Robert's life when he realizes

shortly after, that inexplicably Jess is reliving his and Keith's life when they first met. There is no

logical explanation other than somehow Jess has a part of Keith's soul inside her.
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